THE   CONTROLLING   MINDS   OF   ASIA
in Palestine, was the port of Akaba. True, British
warships had shelled the town, and reduced it to
ruins, but the Turks dug fresh trenches on the out-
skirts, and held the port as strongly as ever. Could
Feisal do something about this ? He could. He took
the port, and the British right wing was rendered less
vulnerable.
The question of Medina loomed up again. A long-
suffering Turkish command came to the conclusion
that the Holy city was not worth the effort. It took
so much effort to maintain the twenty-odd thousand
troops there that they were becoming a drain on
Turkish resources, as well as a nuisance, as they
were unable to obey any of the orders relayed to
them by Jemal Pasha. Orders were given for the
city's evacuation, and now the British were doubly
alarmed,
It was assumed that this force would march from
Medina, and eventually appear on the Beersheba-
Gaza front where British arms were not faring toe
well.   Could Feisal do something about this?   He
could have replied that he had already done it, foi
it is one thing to order an army to march, and quite
another to get it on the move, and the Medina Turk
had long since eaten their baggage train.   However
he took precautions, made doubly certain that the
Turks should imprison themselves, and there the}
remained almost to the end of the war, a continual
source of worry and irritation to Liman von Sanders
In all his operations Feisal had to proceed witl
more than ordinary wariness.   He could not afforc
heavy casualties, for the very spirit which mad*
cohesion possible was against a heavy death roll